
 

 

 We are deeply saddened by the passing of Professor Jayant Vishnu Narlikar. 

Jayant Vishnu Narlikar, FNA, FASc, FTWAS (19 July 1938 – 20 May 2025), was a pioneering Indian 

astrophysicist and emeritus professor at the Inter-University Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics 

(IUCAA). He was renowned for developing, alongside Sir Fred Hoyle, the Hoyle–Narlikar theory of 

conformal gravity. This groundbreaking theory combines Albert Einstein’s theory of relativity with 

Mach’s principle, proposing that the inertial mass of a particle is influenced by all other masses in the 

universe, scaled by a cosmic epoch-dependent coupling constant. 

He was elected as an INSA Fellow in 1977 and served as a Council Member during 1987–1988. He 

also served on the Indo-US Sub-commission on Education and Culture (1985–1989) and on the 

Science Advisory Council to the Prime Minister (1986–1989). 

Professor Narlikar’s contributions to theoretical physics and cosmology have left an indelible mark on 

science, both in India and globally. His passing is a tremendous loss to the scientific community and 

to all who admired his intellect, humility, and vision. 

We extend our heartfelt condolences to his family, friends, and colleagues during this difficult time. 

May his soul rest in peace. 

 


